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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNUAL CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 29 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER TO ADDRESS CURRENT STATUS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFORTS 
 

 

 

 
 

We are delighted to be able to give members and 

their guests a chance to hear from one of the most 

knowledgeable experts in environmental law in the 

country.   

Chapman Law Professor Deepa Badrinaryana 
completed her Doctorate in Environmental Law at Pace 

University, after which she did research on environ-

mental and public health laws as a Visiting Scholar at 

the Center for Global Legal Studies, Columbia Uni-

versity Law School. Dr. Badrinarayana is also a 

consultant to the United Nations Global Compact, on 

issues of corporate volunteerism and regulations.  

Before coming to the United States, Professor 

Badrinarayana was a Research Officer for a Government 

of India/World Bank Environmental capacity-building 

project at the National Law School of India University.  

In addition to research and advocacy, she has also 

trained government officials and legal professionals in 

environmental law.  Professor Badrinarayana was part of 

a team that advised the government of India on its new 

legislation to manage biomedical waste. She is a mem-

ber of the World Conservation Unionôs Committee on 

Environmental Law, and was a delegate to the UN Con-

ference on climate change in Copenhagen in December 

2009. 

 

Our annual champagne brunch and silent auction is 

always a highlight of the year for the OC chapter, and 

this year we hope you will plan to attendðand bring a 

friend. 

The Hacienda Restaurant, at 1725 College Avenue 

in Santa Ana, is a lovely location. The all-you-can-eat 

buffet is always spectacular and offers something for 

everyone.  

The silent auction promises to be outstanding this 

year, with many appealing items including gift baskets 

with coupons for everything from a personal cooking 

class to a boat ride on Newport Harbor for two.  

 

The business of the annual brunch meeting includes 

presentation of the slate of officers for 2012 to attending 

members for their approval: 
 

President  Carl Mariz 

VP Membership Opal Richardson 

VP Programs openðvolunteer welcome 

Secretary  Virginia Bernal 

Treasurer  Gerri McNenny 

 

Reserve your place at the annual brunch now, using the reservation form or the PayPal option on p. 8 of this 
newsletterτand please do bring family and friends. Your support of our UNA chapter is much appreciated. 

mailto:info@una-oc.org
http://www.una-oc.org/
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Second film festival a big success by Kelsey Pennington 

The Orange County chapter of the United Nations Association-USA held its 2
nd

 annual Film Festival on October 9
th
 

at the Folino Theatre, in Chapman Universityôs Dodge College of Film and Media Arts. Last yearôs festival focused on the 

rights of children around the world. This yearôs theme was UN Millennium Development Goal #3: Promoting gender 

equality and empowering women.  Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez was present to give a few opening remarks about 

how Congress works in conjunction with the UN to ensure that those people who seek change in the world have that right 

protected.  

The festival opened with ñSarabah,ò an upbeat film from Senegal that features Sister Fa, who is trying to reach the 

people of Africa through her music. Rapping about empowerment and political issues, she is working with considerable 

success to end traditional Senegalese practices that endanger the lives of women and girls. 

Student filmmaker Taylor Capretz was at the festival to answer questions after her documentary ñSuffer Little 

Childrenò was screened.  Capretz was only fourteen years old when she began trying to break stereotypes about AIDS by 

traveling to the countries with the highest AIDS rates and making documentaries about the endemic problem. She began 

in Nepal, where she found that the root cause of the problem in that country was sex trafficking.  
   

The Invisible Children organization sponsored guest speaker Nancy Acii, a woman from Northern Uganda, who is 

currently on scholarship and studying nursing in the United States. Acii lived through much of the 25-year war in Uganda 

and witnessed countless atrocities, including seeing both her parents killed when she was just seven years old. The trauma 

of helplessly watching her father die in her arms gave Acii her passion for medicine so she would be able to help her 

people. She encouraged audience members to ñdo more than just listen,ò because ñthis war is only going to end if we all 

do something about it.ò 
 

ñFighting the Silence,ò a film from the Congo, set out to educate people around the world about the use of rape as a 

weapon of war. It sends a positive message about the power of speaking up. ñNight Bloom,ò a short film about sex 

trafficking  made by Chapman graduates Laura Sands and Trent McGee, was screened next. Although not a documentary, 

the film got its point across by giving viewers a glimpse of what being forced into sex trafficking might be like. That film 

was followed by a documentary from Ghana, ñGiving Women Credit,ò about micro-financing and the education of 

women. Women in Ghana who lack an education cannot work in cities, so they may end up doing manual labor in rural 

areas. Womenôs Trust is a grassroots nonprofit loan program that enables women to buy what they need to get started in 

small businesses. The women are expected to pay back the loans eventually, not immediately, so they have enough time to 

stabilize themselves. Thus far, the payback rate has been 100% and Womenôs Trust is a real success story for women. 

The afternoon ended with closing thoughts from the festival coordinator, Jaclene Roshan, who thanked the audience 

for coming and being so receptive to the films and ideas presented throughout the day. All films seemed to be well 

received and during Q&A periods people offered encouragement to the filmmakers who were present and asked how 

regular people could be more involved in making the necessary changes around the world to empower women. The 2
nd

 

annual UNA-OC Film Festival was a successful and enlightening event for all who attended. 

 

      
 

Congresswoman Sanchez with UNA-Orange 

County chapter President Gerri McNenny      

  
 

Student filmmaker Taylor Capretz in Nepal
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Invisible Children representatives & guest speaker Nancy  

Acii, a nursing student from Uganda 

 

 
 

Chapter VP Opal Richardson answers questions about the 

UNA at a display table in the lobby of the Folino Theatre 

 

 

O.C. Council of Organizations holds first organizational meeting  

UNA Board member Joy Adams is taking the lead in organizing a Council of Organizations for Orange County. Like 

Model United Nations and the Young Professionals groups, the National Council of Organizations is a subsidiary of the   

UNA. Ninety non-governmental organizations (NGOs) participate in the national Council, and many of them have 

chapters here in Orange County. These were invited to send representatives to the first organizational meeting of the OC 

Council, held at the Irvine Water District offices on November 18. Representatives of Zonta International, the Shura 

Council, and  International Orphan Care attended the meeting and participated in planning the next steps in building a 

viable council for NGOs in Orange County. Many other local NGOs expressed an interest in becoming involved during 

2012. A second organizational meeting is tentatively planned for early 2012; the date and location will be announced on 

our website in January.    

ñI see real value in groups with similar goals having a central structure that allows for easy networking and 

collaboration,ò said UNA-OC chapter president Gerri McNenny after the Board approved Joyôs proposal at its July 16 

meeting. ñGetting the OC-COO up and running may take the better part of a year, but will be well worth it.ò   
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UNA Young Professionals group to hold next business meeting on Jan. 22 

Eleven people gathered at Chapman University on November 13 to establish an OC chapter of UNA Young 

Professionals (YP). YP is a program of UNA-USA that seeks to engage young professionals (age 21-40) actively in 

education efforts in support of the United Nations and of effective U.S. involvement in international affairs.   

Jaclene Roshan chaired the November meeting and guided discussion of the national structure and purposes of YP. 

From there, the group considered the needs of the OC chapter, including possible events it might host, other organizations 

with which it might network, and how it will be supported financially. Three interest groups were formed: sustainable 

development, human rights, and peace & security. During 2012, events will be planned around these themes; and such 

events will be held four times a year.  

The location of the Jan. 22 business meeting will be announced on our website in early January: www.una-oc.org 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

December 10 was Human Rights Day by adoption and proclamation of the General Assembly of   

the United Nations in 1948.  Pause a moment to consider how you can support the human rights 

campaign of your choice in 2012. For ideas, go to: www.ohchr.org  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.una-oc.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/
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UNA ADVOCACY: Make your voice heard by Bryanna Burkhart  
 

As many of you already know, last month the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) granted Palestine full membership. The United States subsequently withdrew its 

support from the agency, acting on a legal requirement implemented in the ó90s which bans US support to 

any UN agency that accepts Palestine before there is a negotiated peace with Israel. The US contributes 

more than $80 million a year, comprising approximately 22% of UNESCOôs annual budget. A payment of 

approximately $60 million, due at the beginning of October, was not made on schedule. This amount of 

financial aid is extremely significant for UNESCO, but is comparatively insignificant to our national budget. To put the 

amount into perspective, Chapman University, a relatively small entity, offered $59 million to purchase the Crystal 

Cathedral in Garden Grove last month. 
 

UNESCO is an agency that promotes global 

security and democratic values such as literacy, human 

rights and the preservation of historic sites worldwide, 

among other things. Current projects include programs 

in Tunisia, Egypt and Iraq promoting the development of 

free and competitive media by providing journalists the 

tools to report about elections objectively; a program in 

Afghanistan teaching police officers to read and write; 

programs educating people in many nations about 

gender equality issues; and even a program to improve a 

global tsunami warning system. Not only will these 

programs face possible extinction because of a deficit in 

the budget, but many employees may lose their jobs. 

  

Inna Bokova, UNESCOôs director-general, has 

asked the United States not to punish the agency for a 

decision the UN member states made collectively. She 

explained that it is not in the interest either of UNESCO 

or of the American people, and could do more to harm 

than to help. 
 

There has been discussion about Palestine being 

admitted into other agencies that directly affect US 

interests. One example among several is the UN World 

Intellectual Property Organization, which helps protect 

our entertainment industry abroad (and which also drops 

members who do not pay their dues). I urge us all to 

think carefully about the value of the message that is 

being relayed, and whether withholding our dues from 

UNESCO really promotes peace between Palestine and 

Israel. Ironically, it could be that we will damage our 

own best interests in the long run.  
 

Action recommendation: Call, e-mail, or write to your 

elected representatives in Washington asking that they 

support repeal of the legislation that requires the US to 

drop out of UN agencies that admit Palestine. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEWS FROM THE U.N. 

Seven billion people alive today 

The new leader of the UN Population Fund, Nigerian ob-gyn specialist Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, and UN 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon marked October 31, 2011 as the symbolic date on which the population of the planet 

reached 7 billion. This is an amazing milestone, considering that it took all of recorded history to reach the first billion in 

1804, 123 years to reach 2 billion in 1927, 32 years to reach 3 billion in 1959, and just 12 years to increase from 6 to 7 

billion since 1999. In recognizing the problems of population density, Dr. Osotimehin called for increased reproductive 

health services and family planning in the developing world. The Secretary-General listed poverty reduction, investment 

in youth, and sustainable development as additional challenges to address before 8 billion is reached, expected in 2025.   

 

Continuing trouble in Sudan  

The worldôs attention has shifted from the Darfur region of Sudan to increasing tension on the border of Sudan and 

the new Republic of South Sudan, established on July 9 of this year. That doesnôt mean the problems of Darfur are overð

far from itðbut the Sudan/South Sudan border will continue to be a flashpoint for the foreseeable future, as South Sudan 

has considerable undeveloped oil resources. There are also internal conflicts, as rebel groups that donôt support the new 

government roam South Sudan, fighting loyalists and terrorizing communities.   
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Message from the President Gerri McNenny  

Hello to all UNA-OC members and friends,  

It has been a busy and fruitful year, full of amazing activity. We began with a congenial 

gathering of UNA-OC friends and supporters at our annual brunch in January, when we heard 

Tim Canova, professor of Law at Chapman University, speak on ñLawless Finance, Failing States, 

and the Unfinished Agenda of the United Nations.ò In April , we participated in the Great 

American Write-In, petitioning our representatives in Congress to support the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Law of the Sea 

Treaty, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In May, we joined hundreds of 

organizations in a celebration of our diversity at Soka Universityôs International Festival. In June, 

many of you attended a delightful coffee talk at Irvine Heritage Park Library to hear Jim Stanbery, professor of Political 

Science and History at Los Angeles Harbor College, speak on ñThe UNðNow More than Ever!ò  September found UNA 

OC attending the Orange County Progressive Summit for the second year in a row, joining other organizations in OC in 

our unabashed support of progressive causes.  Later in the month, we sponsored and participated in the FANA Beach 

Walk for ñChildren's Wellness Worldwide: Transforming Hunger and Obesityò at Huntington Beach, where hundreds of  
continued on p. 7 

 

OC Chapter honors newest Board member at annual SoCal Division tribute luncheon 
 

 
 
Jaclene Roshan (center), unanimous choice of the OC 

chapter Board of Directors to be recognized at the 

Southern California District annual UNA tribute 

luncheon on December 5 in Pasadena. With OC 

chapter President Gerri McNenny and SoCal Divi-

sion officer Ardishir Rashidi. 

 

Jaclene has brought a wonderful vitality and enthusiasm 

to our chapter that we all agreed deserved tribute.  
 

She quietly attended her first Board meeting early this 

year and sat back and listened. Soon she raised her hand 

and volunteered to serve as chair of the Film Festival. 

 

This she did with grace and efficiency, empowering all 

of the Board members to help in their own unique ways  

and report to her for coordination. The result was a day 

filled with a most meaningfully balanced event, centered 

around the theme of womenôs issues. 

 

Jaclene is a UCLA graduate in Cultural Anthropology.  

There she served as Program Director for BruinHope, an 

international philanthropy organization; and Assistant 

Director for Project BRITE, an organization which 

mentors incarcerated youth. She enjoys combining her 

love for various cultures with her work in community 

development projects, and spent the last year of her 

undergraduate study living in Thailand, both as a student 

in Bangkok and as a researcher in the rural northeast, 

studying economic development in a rice-farming town.  

 

Her passion for travel has led her to study anthropology 

in South Africa and archaeology in Peru in addition to 

backpacking in over 18 countries while still an under-

graduate. She served in a number of roles throughout her 

college career, including interning as a research assistant 

for National Geographic. 

 

In addition to her valuable work with the UNA-USA 

Orange County Chapter, Jaclene is a Quality Systems 

Coordinator at B. Braun Medical and a frequent volun-

teer for Orangewood Childrenôs Foundation. Her future 

goals include serving in the Peace Corps, attaining a 

Masters in International Development, and working for 

the United Nations. 

_________________________________________ 
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MEET THE INTERNS       

   by Barbara Tye 

 

 

Valerie Sadural 

 

 
Raleigh Barrett  

 

Valerie Sadural is a senior at Chapman University, and 

will graduate in May with a BA in Political Science. She 

is a member of the National Society of Collegiate 

Scholars and Pi Sigma Alpha, the national political 

science honor society; and president of the Puaôikeana 

HawaiôI Club. For a year and a half, Val was also a 

Chapman cheerleader. Following graduation, Valerie 

plans to work toward an MA in Public Administration. 
 

Valerieôs assignments with UNA-OC thus far have 

included working on the film festival and on the 

formation of the new Young Professionals group.  
 

Raleigh Barrett will also graduate from Chapman in 

May, with a double major in Peace Studies and Political 

Science. While an undergrad, she has managed to do a 

good deal of traveling, spending a year in Germany and 

Morocco, and another month in Costa Rica. She is 

currently active on Chapmanôs MUN team. Raleigh is a 

talented linguist, having mastered Spanish, German, and 

French; and is working on several Northern African 

languages as well as Swahili. 
 

Law school at the U. of San Diego will be Raleighôs next 

step. In the meantime, for the UNA she is working with 

Joy Adams on the formation of an Orange County 

Council of Organizations. 

Watch this space in future newsletters for profiles of new interns Bryanna Burkhart, Assad Jandali, Lauren Lindstrom, 

Chelsea Murphy, & Marissa Wong. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Please join our chapter or renew today, 

by mailing a check to UNA-OC, P.O. Box 16067, Irvine, CA  92623-6067,  

or go online to: www.unausa.org/membership 

 Be sure to specify that you are joining the Orange County, CA chapter. 

Annual dues are $25 Introductory, $50 regular individual/family, $10 Student, and $100 Sponsor.  

http://www.unausa.org/membership
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Message from the President, continued from page 5 

children and their parents took part in a lively program of walking, running, dancing, and yoga. On the same day, Golden 

West College hosted Bands & Bellies, a celebration in honor of the International Day of Peace, and UNA-OC was there! 

October represented the height of our activities, with UNA-OC spreading the word about the work of the UN at the Irvine 

Global Village Festival.  The next weekend, we hosted our 2
nd

 International Human Rights Film Festival at Chapman 

University, with the focus on womenôs issues. We had an impressive show of support from the community, with over 100 

people attending. Weôre still receiving notes of appreciation for the important issues taken up in the five films featured at 

that event. And finally, on Nov. 5, we honored our phenomenal Film Festival Chair, Jaclene Roshan, at the annual SoCal 

UNA Division Meeting & Tribute Luncheon in Pasadena. What a year! 

Into this mix of events and activities, we have also launched several new programs.  Joy Adams, our Chair of 

Council of Organizations, has initiated cocktail gatherings to reach out to other organizations as we partner with them to 

create a forum for progressive groups in OC to network around UN initiatives.  Jaclene Roshan, our Chair for Young 

Professionals, has launched a new chapter of YP for OC, with the purpose of engaging young professionals in networking 

opportunities as they relate to international and domestic affairs connected to UN issues. And finally, our intern program 

is stronger than ever, with nine new interns from local universities serving on the various chapter committees. It looks as 

if 2012 will get off to a great start, and I hope members of our chapter will become more active with us in the year ahead. 

        

OC CHAPTER WELL REPRESENTED AT ANNUAL 
GLOBAL FORUM IN LOS ANGELES   
 

On September 15, the Southern California Division of 

UNA hosted its annual Global Forum. Held at the Los 

Angeles Endowment, this yearôs theme was ñCalifornia 

WomenðMaking a Difference.ò  
 

The keynote speakers were the Honorable Enrique Ruiz 

Molero, the Consul-General of Spain; and Tamara 

Kreinin, Executive Director of the Foundation for 

Women & Population. 
 

Three Global Citizen awards were given this year: to the 

Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking; the L.A. 

Sparks, and the Foundation for Women & Population. 

 
 

SoCal Division President Mel Boynton joins UNA-OC Board 

members Lavon & Carl Mariz, Virginia Bernal & Joy Adams 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ruth Leger  (1926-2011) 

 
 

 

 

Anyone who was a frequent visitor 

to the UNA gift shop before it had 

to close in 2007 will remember 

Ruth, one of the three shop 

coordinators. She gave tirelessly of 

her time, energy, and creativity for 

23 years, since first volunteering in 

1984.  
 

Ruth was born in China, where her 

parents were missionaries. She was 

sent back to school in the US when 

she was a teenager.  

 

 

After graduating from Whittier 

College, she taught physical edu-

cation and did some counseling at 

La Puente High School for many 

years until she retired.  
 

ñRuth was the backbone of the 

shop,ò noted longtime friend Jean 

Gill, also a shop coordinator, ñand 

largely responsible for its many 

successes and its longevity. She 

was a very special person and is 

greatly missed.ò  
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Reserve tickets for the 2012 champagne brunch now! 
 

Send this registration form, with a check made out to UNA-OC, to: 

UNA-Orange County, P.O. Box 16067, Irvine, CA 92625 

oré 

a PayPal option is available on our website, at www.una-oc.org   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Your name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________           (zip) _______________ 

Phone: (_____) ____________________ e-mail: ______________________________________ 

Tickets are $30 for members, $35 for non-members, and $25 for students, Young Professionals, and persons  

with limited income. 

Thank you for your support of the Orange County chapter of the UNA--and, as building our membership  

is one of our goals for the coming year, we hope that you will consider bringing a guest.  

 

Please hold ______   tickets for me at the door.   A check for $__________ is enclosed. 

Change Order Requested 

 

Stay connected and informed--check UNA-

USA's online publications: 

¶ The World Bulletin    
<www.unausa.org/newsletter> 

¶ The InterDependent   

<www.theinterdependent.co> 

http://www.una-oc.org/

