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THIRD CRITICAL ISSUES LECTURE TO ADDRESS 

ENVIRONMANTAL ISSUES AND THE LAW  
 
Join us on Thursday, April 15, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in Room 244 of the 

Kennedy Law School building at Chapman University in Orange, to  

hear a thought-provoking talk on   

The Copenhagen Accord: Back to the BASICS  

of climate change negotiations 
 

Deepa Badrinarayana,  
Chapman University School of Law 

 Professor Badrinarayana completed her Doctorate in Juridical Studies in Environmental Law at 

Pace University, after which she did research on environmental and public health laws between 2005 and 

2006, while she was a Visiting Scholar at the Center for Global Legal Studies, Columbia Law School. 

Professor Badrinarayana is also a consultant to the United Nations Global Compact, on issues of 

corporate voluntarism and regulations.  

 Before coming to the United States, Professor Badrinarayana was a Research Officer for a 

Government of India/World Bank Environmental Capacity-Building Project, at the National Law School 

of India University. In addition to research and advocacy, she also trained government officials and legal 

professionals in environmental law.  Professor Badrinarayana was part of a team that advised the 

Government of India on its new legislation to manage biomedical waste. She is a Member of the World 

Conservation Union, Committee on Environmental Law. 
 

 Parking is available in the university parking structure right behind the Law School, at 200 W. Sycamore. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Great American Write-In scheduled for April 10 

UNA-OC will have a table at the Great American Write-In again this year—come to the 

Lakeview Senior Center in Woodbridge Community Park in Irvine between 9:30-1:00 and 

stop by our table to chat about UN issues and the current projects of our chapter. We will have 

your congressperson’s local office address, and of course there will be tables nearby where you 

can sit and write a note—which we will mail for you—about your UN-related concerns. This year, our 

chapter is focusing primarily on the Rights of the Child and on the importance of U.S. support of the 

United Nations; but you might prefer to urge congressional support of the Convention on the Elimination 

of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Law of the Sea Treaty, or the 

International Convention on Climate Change—all of which have yet to be ratified by the U.S. Senate. 

  

mailto:info@una-oc.org
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Family fun at Soka University on May 1 
 

Stop by the UNA-OC table at the 9
th
 annual International Fair to buy a UNA 

pin, a small country flag, or just to chat. Between 10:30 and 5:30, over 700 

musicians and dancers will be performing on three stages and 150 nonprofit 

and craft exhibitors will give you plenty to see, do, and think about. This event 

is part of the OC Imagination Celebration and draws a festive crowd to one of 

OC’s loveliest campuses. Admission is free, but parking is $10 (cash—no 

credit cards). Please carpool if you possibly can. 

                   
                                VP Programs Gaye Christoffersen 

 

Message from the President  
   by Gerri McNenny 

Hello to all UNA members! We have a really dynamic program planned for all of 

you for the coming months. You may have been fortunate enough to hear the second 

in our critical issues series for 2010, Professor Nayereh Tohidi, speak on women’s 

rights in Islamic societies at Soka University on International Women’s Day (March 

8). Thanks to all who were able to attend. 

Our next critical issues event is on April 15—see the lead story in this issue of the 

newsletter for details. 

UNA-OC will participate in the Great American Write-in, sponsored by Women 

For: Orange County, again this year, a congenial gathering of people committed to change and 

              social activism who come together to write letters to Congress and other officials. This will take place on 

Saturday, April 10, from 9:30-1:00.  

On May 1, we can all look forward to Soka University’s annual International Fair, an all-day event full of 

great food, festive music and entertainment, and an opportunity to celebrate our diversity here in Orange 

County. I and all the other UNA-OC Board members look forward to seeing you at these events and to 

sharing them with you. Be sure to stop by the UNA-OC table and say hi! We welcome your 

involvement—please feel free to send your questions, ideas, and suggestions to us at info@una-oc.org   

 

 

UNA ADVOCACY: Make your voice heard 

   by Briana Carlson & Stephanie Argyres 

     

For the months of April and May we would like to focus on promoting Millennium 

Development Goal 3: achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women. We call 

on all members of the Orange County chapter of UNA to contact their congressional 

representative (addresses on our website at www.una-oc.org or in the front of your phone 

book) with the simple message that the United States should ratify the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).  Every day our 

world is advancing, creating new ideas and new technologies; and it is past time that we are all on board 

in accepting equal treatment of women in every country. 

Our chapter has also chosen to emphasize children’s issues this year, including advocacy for U.S. to sign 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Board is considering, and will soon decide, whether to 

sponsor a two-day human rights film festival in the fall. The theme would be children's rights and the 

conditions that the world’s children face. There would be logical connections with UNICEF, the Invisible 

Children Project, and other agencies and initiatives that work for the well-being of children. If such a 

project appeals to you and you would like to become involved, contact us at info@una-oc.org. 

mailto:info@una-oc.org
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           Fred Curtis entertains Enjoying program, brunch  & conversation         Gerri McNenny & Mel Boynton 

                    

Annual champagne brunch enjoyed by members, guests  
        by Barbara Tye 

On January 24 the members of the OC Chapter of UNA/USA and their guests gathered at the 

Hacienda Restaurant in Santa Ana to elect chapter officers for 2010, hear an inspiring speaker, raise funds 

for chapter activities through a silent auction, and enjoy each others’ company and a beautiful Mexican 

buffet.  

Mel Boynton, President of the Southern California Division of UNA/USA, and Ardishir 

Rashidi, SoCal Division representative to the National UNA/USA Council of Chapters and Divisions, 

attended the event.  Each spoke briefly about the importance of grassroots support, and urged those 

present to help build up the chapter’s paid and active membership this year.  

Jane Roberts was the keynote speaker. Co-founder of the grassroots NGO 34 Million Women, 

Nobel peace prize nominee, and untiring supporter of the United Nations Population Fund, she gave a 

thought-provoking presentation about the many critical connections between population pressures and the 

status of women worldwide.  

Longtime member and former President Suzanne Darweesh conducted the election and 

installation of officers for 2010, and outgoing co-treasurer Therese Lynn presented a gift from the 2008-

2009 Board to outgoing co-presidents Ken and Barbara Tye. 

Native American flute and drum music was performed by local artist Fred Curtis, and UNA 

intern Julia Erratt did the event photography. 

The silent auction was a huge success this year, and thanks are due to the many donors as well as 

to those who bid on the items. Some of the money earned will be used to send OC chapter representatives 

to the national UNA convention in New York in June, something the Board has not done in a number of 

years.  

Joyce McFadden, former Board member and overall coordinator of the annual champagne 

brunch, outdid herself this year. The fact that everything went so smoothly is due to all her hard work 

behind the scenes, as well as to contributions by intern Alicia DeToffoli and member volunteers. 

 

       New officers installed:  

Virginia Bernal, Secretary  

Carl Mariz, Treasurer 

Opal Richardson, VP Membership  

 Gerri McNenny, President 

(Gaye Christoffersen, VP Programs, in China 

with students!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to silent auction donors Laura Brownwood, Harry Becker, Gaye Christoffersen, Alicia 

DeToffoli and her family,  Susan Eaton, Julia Erratt, Jean Gill, the Hacienda Inn, Therese Ballet Lynn, 

Joyce McFadden, Gerri McNenny and Neal Hartsough, the Nguyen family, PRP Wine International, 

Rose Ranch Winery, the South Coast Repertory Theatre, Ken and Barbara Tye, and Jean Wilson. 

Thanks also to Irvine mayor pro tem and UNA-OC member Larry Agran for a generous donation to the 

chapter, although he was unable to attend the brunch this year.  



Meet the interns  

 

Kelsey Pennington serves as an intern for the Communications Committee of 

UNA-OC. She is completing her freshman year at Chapman and has chosen 

Political Science as her major. An independent and free-spirited native of Houston, 

Texas, Kelsey already has an impressive record of volunteer work including 

tutoring second graders, helping with relief work following Hurricane Ike in 

September of 2008, and working at a retirement community in the Houston area. 

She plans to graduate a semester early so she can spend a few months working 

somewhere in the developing world, before returning to attend law school.  

 

 

Nicole Tellier serves as an intern for the Membership Committee of UNA-OC. She 

is a junior at Chapman University, double majoring in Religious Studies and 

Political Science. She is a MUN delegate and will be representing Chapman (Cuba) 

at the national conference in New York this spring. She also volunteers her time 

with a local non-profit organization which is working to build and support a 

school, a medical clinic, and a water irrigation system for the village of Tembien, 

Ethiopia. Nicole works at Chapman’s Social science Research Lab, assisting 

professors with various studies. She has attended the Southern California Under-

graduate Research Convention to present her own work on gender studies in 

relation to militaristic behavior. Her ultimate goal is to work with human rights law 

for women who find themselves persecuted under religious oppression. 

 

 

UNA-OC members on call for school visits 
     by Carl Mariz  

When schools contact our chapter asking for 

someone to speak to students about the United Nations, 

members of our chapter are always willing to go. 

 I was lucky to be invited to St. Margaret’s 

Episcopal School in San Juan Capistrano on February 

12. The English Department of the Middle School had 

given the 7
th
 graders a project on the United Nations as a 

teaching tool on—among other things—how to do 

research, how to debate, and how to write a business 

letter. Lori Donchak, the teacher who invited me, also 

gave me 92 letters written by the students, thanking me 

in advance for being willing to be their ―expert‖ on the 

UN and asking me some very specific and pointed 

questions. The questions were invaluable in helping me 

prepare for my presentation. I opened by showing a short video from the UN website summarizing the 

work of the United Nations; then I gave some prepared remarks in which I was able to answer many of 

the questions mentioned in the letters and mention the eight Millennium Development Goals. We ended 

with 30 minutes of Q&A, and I left the students with some print materials about UNA-USA and the 

Millennium Development Goals. 

Reaching out to students is the most important single thing that we can do as UNA members, and 

we should make every effort to speak at schools as often as possible. I believe we should be proactive in 

promoting ourselves as speakers and informing teachers and students about the vital work of the United 

Nations. We welcome additional members of our chapter to join our speaker’s bureau, and commit to 

making at least one school presentation a year. 



 

Local law prof explains the Khmer Rouge tribunals  

by Kelsey Pennington & Nicole Tellier 

On Wednesday, February 10
th
, the United Nations 

Association Orange County Chapter and SOKA 

University’s International Studies Concentration presented 

Chapman Law Professor Dr. John Hall, who lectured on 

his role as an investigator for the United Nations-

sponsored Khmer Rouge tribunals in Cambodia.  
 

Hall spoke of how we, as global citizens, must 

shine a light on the worst abuses of our time–to learn from 

and not repeat the mistakes of our past.  Throughout the 

1950s-1970s, youth who had studied abroad were return-

ing to Cambodia and radicalizing the national identity.  The coup in 1970 was seen as ―imperialism in 

sheep’s clothing.‖  Guerilla warfare ensued, and Marxist nationalist groups were fighting against the 

government.  When the Khmer Rouge assumed power in 1975, it became known as ―Year Zero.‖  

Cambodia’s culture and history would be reshaped in order to eradicate foreign influence.   
 

Dr. Hall estimates that from 1975-1979, around 1.7-3 million Cambodians were killed by the 

Khmer Rouge. This equates to roughly 25-40% of the population. From 1977-1978 Cambodia suffered 

from a border conflict with Vietnam.  Due to Cold War politics at this time, the United States supported                

those fighting against the Vietnamese, and allowed Khmer Rouge officials to retain Cambodia’s seat at 

the UN. Nevertheless, in 1979, the regime self-destructed and the Khmer Rouge were driven out of 

Cambodia.   

When the Cold War ended in the early 1990s, the international community became aware of the 

need to bring perpetrators of international crimes to justice worked to end the civil war, restore stability, 

and put democratic elections in place; and is now in the process of bringing regime leaders, guilty of 

human rights abuses, to justice. 

  

 The UN and the Cambodian government discussed possibilities for a legal mechanism that would 

enforce international law and punish crimes of genocide.  After a decade of negotiations they chose a 

hybrid method, blending domestic and international courts to ensure the tribunal’s legitimacy. An equally 

important goal was to leave a judicial infrastructure in place when the tribunals ended. 
 

Unfortunately, corruption has been endemic in the Cambodian legal system.  Hall noted that it 

has been ―deeply troubling that the Cambodian government has been allowed to interfere with the tribunal 

process.‖ The Prime Minister has vetoed judges and actively limited prosecutions, and the government 

has placed inexperienced people on the legal staff in order to receive financial kickbacks, he said. 
 

 Despite these embedded problems, the tribunals have been a mark of progress in Cambodia. 

They have created a space for civil society to flourish, exposing the worth of dialogue between the 

nation’s citizens. The presence of human rights lawyers has also put Cambodians in touch with a network 

of international colleagues, and NGOs have been working as watchdogs for the international community.  

In reference to the Khmer Rouge years, the late journalist Dith Pran, in the film The Killing Fields, 

stated, “War has killed love; only the silent survive.”  It is with great hope that the tribunals in Cambodia 

will bring further justice to a country that was, for so long, forgotten. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UNIFEM NEWS 

Check the UNIFEM website for information about an early-morning walk for a great cause on 

April 17: End Violence Against Women and Girls.     www.unifem-usnc.org/socalwalk2010 

 

http://www.unifem-usnc.org/socalwalk2010


  

International Women’s Day speaker warns against simplistic thinking 
by Nicole Tellier                                                    

      

―The role of women in Islamic societies‖ 

was the topic addressed by Dr. Nayereh Tohidi, 

CSU Northridge professor of Gender & Women’s 

Studies, at Soka University on March 8.   

Co-sponsored by UNA-OC and the 

university, Tohidi’s appearance marked International 

Women’s Day 2010. 

Professor Tohidi opened her lecture with a 

warning against the tendency to fall for simplistic 

stereotypes about Islam. She reminded her audience 

that Muslim communities are diverse across and 

within different cultures and countries. The violence 

and sexism that we may read about is not due only to religious fundamentalism, but has more important 

roots in underdevelopment and the tumultuous process of democratization.  
 

 The turmoil in the Middle East is grounded in a complex historical and political context, in which 

Islam is only one of many factors. Middle Eastern societies are transitioning from agrarian to capitalist 

economies and undergoing rapid modernization—but are doing so without reforming Sharia, or Islamic 

law, which was constructed in pre-modern, feudal societies with patriarchal gender relations.  
 

 These laws are articulated by humans, but carry a higher authority. Therefore, laws on status, 

inheritance, marriage divorce, employment, mobility, and dress, which are blatantly biased toward males, 

are difficult to reform. Yet while many Muslims see women’s rights as a prerequisite to modernization 

and democratization, continuing intervention by the industrialized West creates a multi-layered response. 

Feminist ideals seem like impositions to conservative traditionalists—a type of modernity introduced by 

Western dominance. Others, however, want to imitate the West in order to progress, but without 

becoming ―Westernized.‖  
 

 Surprising to many in the West, a great paradox exists: Muslim countries like Indonesia, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, and Turkey have elected more women chief executives than has the United States. Western 

media rarely show images of women in Islamic societies who are educated, outspoken, and fighting back 

against oppressive forces. While the hijab, or headscarf, is seen in the West as a sign of patriarchal 

oppression, it can be used to make a political statement. Women throughout Iran, for example, wear green 

headscarves as a sign of their solidarity with the movement towards democratization.  
 

 So, we need to make a distinction between the compulsory veiling by fundamentalists (Islamists) 

for the purpose of limiting women’s role and equal rights in society and cultural adoption of veiling by 

choice by some Muslim women as a statement of faith or identity that is not meant to segregate or limit 

women’s participation in social life or public sphere. 

  

 

Education Outreach to take shape with new leadership 

We are happy to report that longtime UNA supporter Dominic Trevino has 

joined the UNA-OC Board of Directors as Chair of the Education Outreach/ 

MUN Committee.  Dominic is the Model UN advisor at Mission Viejo High 

School, and is active in the MUN program at all levels—local, state, and 

national. The Orange County chapter of UNA plans to devote a good deal of 

energy in 2010 to building bridges to local high school and college MUN 

groups, and Dominic Trevino is the right person at the right time. Stay tuned for updates in future 

newsletters and on our website at www.una-oc.org 

http://www.una-oc.org/


 

NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS… 
      by Kelsey Pennington 
 

Chile quake adds to demands on UN, other relief agencies 

  
Just six weeks after the massive earthquake in Haiti, another struck 

the coast of Chile on February 27. Tsunamis and aftershocks, some as strong 

as 6.6, added to the destruction of many villages, major destruction in the 

second-largest city, Concepción, and even some damage to the inland capital, 

Santiago. Secretary-General Ban-Ki Moon arrived in Chile on March 5 and 

observed that the nation, which had been quick to send significant help to 

Haiti a month earlier, now itself needs help from the international 

community. 

 

 Haiti relief a high priority of the UN  
 

Despite its own loss of buildings and the deaths of 

dozens of UN staff in Port-au-Prince on January 12, the UN is 

trying to keep the spotlight squarely on the vast needs of 

earthquake-devastated Haiti while rallying global support for the 

tiny, vulnerable country’s long-term recovery. Top United 

Nations humanitarian and peacekeeping officials say that it is 

now imperative that the international community bolster efforts 

to remove mountains of rubble and provide adequate shelter and 

sanitation facilities. 
UN helicopter with aid arrives 

      ―Every day, larger quantities of relief supplies are reaching Haiti 

and being distributed,‖ said John Holmes, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator, while making it clear that not everyone in need had been reached. Indeed, 

much more remains to be done, especially in terms of emergency shelter, other non-food items, and 

sanitation, he emphasized. Mr. Holmes is calling for a ―shelter and sanitation surge‖ to match the 

immediate post-earthquake effort to get food aid into the country. 

The Emergency Relief Coordinator said he had assured President René Préval that the United 

Nations was doing its utmost to meet emergency shelter and sanitation requirements before the rainy 

season, as well as making an early start on the huge task of removing rubble. 

The earthquake hit Haiti just as it had been making significant strides towards stability and 

governance.  Successful elections had been held, unprecedented security had been established and 

strategies for economic growth were under way.  Now the international community must come together 

behind the Government and align their interventions and long-term plans with a national vision for 

reconstruction, providing both resources and technical assistance.  ―In doing so, we need to empower the 

Government, not supplant it,‖ the Emergency Relief Coordinator emphasized.  

 

 

The Interdependent moves online 

 In the past, all UNA members have received the organization’s magazine, 

The Interdependent, in the mail regularly. However, the Fall 2009 issue, featuring 

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Dr. Susan Rice, was the final print issue. The 

Interdependent is now available online at www.unausa.org/interdepdendent.  It 

will continue to offer readers insight into goings-on at the United Nations through 

originally written and provocative articles by top journalists, policy experts, 

ambassadors and academics.  

 

http://www.unausa.org/interdepdendent
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Upcoming Events  

(free of charge & open to the public) 

 

April 10
th
   Great American Write-In  

      Senior Center in Irvine 

April 15
th   

 Deepa Badrinarayana,  
      Chapman University School of Law 

      ñThe Copenhagen Accord: Back to the BASICS  

       of climate change negotiationsò 

May 1
st
      Soka University International Fair 

     Aliso Viejo  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Volunteer Suggestions – Pick something that fits your time and talents 
 

¶ Attend Critical Issues presentations 

¶ Help staff a UNA table at community events  

¶ Offer computer tech assistance 

¶ Offer office and/or newsletter or mailing help 

¶ Take photos at events 

¶ Check out our website: click on links and keep up with UN 

activities by signing up for emails from the UN or UNA-USA  

¶ Share your newsletter with friends & family 

¶ Keep in touch by phone or email: 949-638-5689,  info@una-oc.org   

¶ Join or renew & spread the word www.una-oc.org  

 

 

 

Change Order Requested 

 Make 2010 the year you get more i nvolved!  

Please join or renew today either online at http://www.unausa.org or by mailing a check to UNA-USA/OC, P.O. Box 

16067, Irvine, CA 92623-6067. Current dues are $25 Introductory, $40 Regular Individual/Family, $10 Student, $100 

Sponsor, $1,000 Life. Donations are also welcome! Indicate on your check whether it is for membership or donation. 
 

*Dues reportedly will increase in July. 
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